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Snowpack Stratigraphy Following Major Snowfall Events during the 2025/26 Winter
Season in Hokkaido, Japan — Case Studies from Sapporo, Kitami, and Nakasatsunai —
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Although the 2025/26 winter season in Hokkaido, Japan, was generally characterized by below-normal snowfall,

localized heavy snowfall events occurred in Kitami, Sapporo, and southern Tokachi. This study compares snowpack

stratigraphy observed immediately after these events. In Kitami, mid-December snowfall produced the seasonal

maximum snow depth, representing a very rare early-season heavy snowfall type. Nakasatsunai showed a similar

accumulation pattern, with an additional temporary increase in early March. In contrast, Sapporo experienced event-type

snow accumulation in late January, distinct from the 2021/22 winter season.
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