LEEDOEIK  No4s (2026)
Annual Report on Snow and Ice Studies in Hokkaido

2025 FE~2026 EDR B IZEFEIZTEL-EROEHR

Observation of snow cornices formed on a house during the winter of 2025-2026
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From the winter of 2025 to 2026, snow cornice observations were conducted on a residential house in Chuo Ku,

Sapporo City. Fixed-point photography was performed at 30-minute intervals using surveillance cameras installed at a

vantage point looking up snow cornices and another point on the roof looking down them, and daily photographs were

also taken. Wind direction, wind speed, and temperature on the roof were also measured. The length and thickness of the

snow cornices were read from the acquired 4000 images. As a result, three typical phenomena were observed during the

period. First, snow cornice formation began on January 11th due to the burying of the side walls by a blizzard. Second,

from around January 23rd to February 3rd, the length of the snow cornices increased at a rate of approximately 1 cm per

day, regardless of wind direction or blizzard conditions. Third, a "thin snow cornice" formed and fell in the early morning

of February 19th over three hours due to a severe blizzard. The second result is considered to overturn the previous

definition of snow cornices, which is "snow cornices are formed by blizzards (wind)." Further investigation into this

phenomenon will be undertaken.
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